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Charging forward: Franco-German declaration
on battery technology

Berlin (GTAI) - The economics ministers of France and Germany signed off on a declaration at the end of 2018,
that could pave the way for EU compliant support for large-scale battery cell production in Germany.
The neighboring countries aim to use the winning formula that turned Airbus into an aviation highflier to make
Europe into a battery cell powerhouse.
Federal Economics Minister Peter Altmaier had announced that Germany’s Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Energy (BMWi) would make EUR 1 billion available from its budget to support the establishment of battery cell
production until 2021.
However, Germany’s government hopes that the project proposals within the sector will qualify as an Impor
tant Project of Common European Interest (IPCEI), which would see them gain access to the EUR 1 billion in
grants. “This technology is critical to the future strategy of Germany as a tech location,” said Dr. Robert Her
mann, CEO of Germany’s federal economic development agency Germany Trade & Invest (GTAI). “Synergy and
investment between industrial nations is crucial to better technological advance, so to sign such a declaration
with France under the EU umbrella is a great step forward.”
The BMWi is reportedly holding discussions with several potential consortia, which will have to involve compa
nies from several member states and be particularly innovative in order to comply with EU rules on state aid.
Once the consortia are determined, concrete decisions can be made about subsidies and possible locations, po
tentially as early as 2019. Each consortium will reportedly involve 1,000 to 2,000 jobs, and production could be
gin by 2021.
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