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Succeed in Germany’s 
Medical Aids Market 
Agenda

1. Market Trends                                                                                   
Julia Albrecht | Manager Healthcare | GTAI

2. Market Access                                                                                       
Maria Heil | M.C.L. Lawyer & Founding Partner | 
NOVACOS 

3. Success Story                                                                                      
Omer Elad | Central Europe Regional Director | 
OrCam Technologies Ltd. 
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ABOUT US
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Germany Trade & Invest (GTAI) is the 
economic development agency of the 
Federal Republic of Germany.
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Export 
Promotion

Investor 
Consulting
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Investor Consulting

• Information about key 
industries

• Legal information

• Tax information

• Incentives and financing 
information

• Introduction to local partners

• Site selection support
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MARKET TRENDS
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The German Healthcare Market
One of Germany’s largest growth markets at a glance

11.6% 
of GDP

4%                            
annual growth

1,942 hospitals
500,000 beds

7.3 million 
employees in the 

healthcare 
industry

19,400 
pharmacies

385,000 
physicians

EUR 387 billion 
healthcare 

expenditure 

Source: German Federal Statistical Office 2019, Pharmazeutische Zeitung 2019, Federal Ministry of Health 2019, ABDA 2019

83 million 
inhabitants
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Statutory health 
insurance

57%

Private 
households

14%

Social long term 
care insurance

10%

Private health 
insurance 

8%

Public budgets
4%

Employers
4%

Statutory accident insurance
2% Statutory pension insurance 

1%

The German Healthcare Market

Note: The item private households includes non-profit institutions serving households.
Source: German Federal Statistical Office 2019 

Sources of financing 
covering health 
expenditure 2017
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Mandatory Health Insurance

Source: Verband der Ersatzkassen e. V. (vdek) 2019

Types of health 
insurance in Germany 
and number of 
members 2018

44 private and 109 
public health insurance 
companies in 2019

Statutory 
health 

insurance
72.2 million

87.2%

Private health 
insurance
8.8 million

10.6%

Other
1.8 million

2.2%
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Demographic Change
The German population is one of the “oldest” worldwide

Worldwide: 9%

Asia

15%

8%

18%

12%

North
America

Latin
America & 
Caribbean

Oceania

Germany

21%

Japan

28%

Share of the 
generation 65+

Europe 8%

Africa

Japan

3%
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Care Recipients in Germany

1,702 1,773 1,854 1,939 2,035 2,111
2,659

3,064

759 775 787 800 808 827

832
833

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

home care inpatient care

2,7832,6412,548

Number of care recipients in Germany 2011 – 2018 (in thousands)

2,843 2,938

3,491

2,461

3,897
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Nursing Homes & Service Providers

10,820 10,594 10,619 10,977 11,529 12,026 12,349 12,745 13,323 14,050

8,859 9,165 9,743 10,424 11,029 11,634 12,354 13,030
13,596

14,480

1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017

nursing service providers (outpatient care) nursing homes (inpatient care)

Number of nursing service providers and nursing homes in Germany 1999 - 2017

19,679 20,36219,759

22,55821,401

26,919
24,70323,660

25,775
28,530
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Prostheses and
Orthoses

The German Medical Aids Market
A wide range of assistive devices and mobility equipment

Visual AidsWalking Aids and 
Wheelchairs

Hearing Aids

Note: The listed product categories are only examples.
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The German 
Medical Aids Market
Purpose of medical aids („Hilfsmittel“)

• Successful treatment of a disease

• Prevent an imminent disability 

• Balancing an existing disability of an individual 
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The German Medical Aids Market

13.4 13.7
14.4 14.9 15.5

16.1
17.1 17.9

19.2 19.4 19.6

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Market volume of medical aids in Germany 2007 – 2017 (in EUR billion)
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Note: The growth rates refer to the expected increase in demand based on the units sold, not on the sales volume.
Source: German Federal Statistical Office 2019 / Spectaris 2012

The German Medical Aids Market

16%

22%

27%

27%

34%

42%

78%

Rollators, wheelchairs, shower and bathing aids

Dialysis machines, medical aids for home dialysis

Hearing aids

TENS devices, infusions

Visual aids, white sticks, obstacle detection

Oxygen concentrators, respiratory therapy equipment,
tracheostoma devices

Nursing beds, anti-decubitus aids, incontinence care,
compression therapy

Expected growth rates of selected segments in the German market 2007 – 2050
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2. Reimbursement 
National Level 
(e.g. Germany) 

Market Access for Medical Aids                                       
The CE mark is an important prerequisite for market entry 

1. Regulatory Framework 
EU Level

CE Certification

Source: Germany Trade & Invest 2019
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Contact Us
Germany Trade & Invest is the economic development agency of the Federal Republic of Germany. The company helps create and secure extra 
employment opportunities, strengthening Germany as a business location. With more than 50 offices in Germany and abroad and its network of 
partners throughout the world, Germany Trade & Invest supports German companies setting up in foreign markets, promotes Germany as a business 
location and assists foreign companies setting up in Germany.

Contact Berlin
Julia Albrecht Friedrichstraße 60
T +49 (0)30 200 099-608 10117 Berlin
julia.albrecht@gtai.com www.gtai.com

SUPPORTED BY THE FEDERAL MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND ENERGY 
ON THE BASIS OF A DECISION BY THE GERMAN BUNDESTAG.

© Germany Trade & Invest
All market data provided is based on the most current market information available at the time of publication. 
Germany Trade & Invest accepts no liability for the actuality, accuracy, or completeness of the information provided.
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Thank you!

For more information: 

www.gtai.com


