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Global FDI flows fell by 23 per cent to $1.43 trillion
FDI inflows, global and by group of economies, 2005-2017

(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD, WIR 2018.
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The decline was mostly concentrated in developed 
economies
FDI inflows, by region, 2016-2017

(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD, WIR 2018.



4

FDI inflows, top 20 host economies, 2016 and 2017 
(Billions of dollars)

Source:  UNCTAD, WIR 2018.
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FDI outflows, top 20 home economies, 2016 and 2017
(Billions of dollars)

Source:  UNCTAD, WIR 2018.
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FDI remains the largest external source of finance for 
developing economies
Sources of external finance, developing economies, 2005-2017

(Billions of dollars)

Source:  UNCTAD, WIR 2018.
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What are the Sustainable Development Goals?

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes 17 SDGs and 169 targets 

addressing economic, social and environmental challenges

Source: United Nations.
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SDG investment gap

Estimated annual investment needs in key SDG sectors in developing countries, 2015–2030 
(Trillions of US dollars, annual average)

Source:  ©UNCTAD, WIR 2014.
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Key Sustainable Development Goal sectors

Source:  ©UNCTAD, WIR 2014.

Sector Description

Power Investment in generation, transmission, and distribution of electricity

Transport Investment in roads, airports, ports and rail

Telecommunications Investment in infrastructure (fixed lines, mobile and Internet)

Water and sanitation Provision of water and sanitation to industry and households

Food security and 

agriculture

Investment in agriculture, research, rural development and safety nets

Climate change mitigation Investment in relevant infrastructure, renewable energy generation, research and 

deployment of climate-friendly technologies 

Climate change adaptation Investment to cope with impact of climate change in agriculture, infrastructure, 

water management and coastal zones

Eco-systems/ biodiversity Investment in conservation and safeguarding ecosystems, marine resource 

management and sustainable forestry

Health Infrastructural investment, e.g. new hospitals

Education Infrastructural investment, e.g. new schools
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The potential for private sector investment in SDG 
sectors is significant

Potential private-sector contribution to investment gaps at current and high participation levels  
(Billions of US dollars)

Source:  ©UNCTAD, WIR 2014.
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A Big Push for private investment in the SDGs:
Action Packages (1/2)

Source:  ©UNCTAD, WIR 2014.
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A Big Push for private investment in the SDGs:
Action Packages (2/2)

Source:  ©UNCTAD, WIR 2014.
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Investments in the SDGs require 
a new generation of investment promotion policies

1. First generation:      Liberalization of FDI regimes

2. Second generation: Marketing of countries and locations

3. Third generation:     Investor targeting

4.     New generation: Focus on SDG 

sectors and 

projects
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