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Water – impacting multiple issues for development 

We have implemented a variety of projects illustrating how water 
cuts across       multiple issues for development and showcasing the 
broad impact of technical assistance projects in the water sector on 

– Health 

– Poverty reduction 

– Agriculture  

– Security  

– Rural development 

– Industrial development  

– Climate change mitigation and adaptation  
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Support Programme for Infrastructure Sector Strategies  

and Alternative Financing (SISSAF) Lebanon 

• The project supported the rehabilitation of 3 water 
treatment plants (including Lebanon’s largest), 
increasing efficiency, effectiveness and stability of 
water supply, including increasing pumping capacity by 
60% to a total of 400.000 m3/d 

• SISSAF supported the preparation of the Water Master 
Plan for Northern Lebanon – a strategic long-term 
planning tool to define the optimal development 
concept and build on best practices in operating and 
maintaining water facilities. As part of the plan, the 
project helped develop a strategic investment plan to 
future-proof the water infrastructure based on future 
demand projection until 2040, balancing affordability 
and environmental concerns The project has impacted 2.5m people in the 

Beirut area and North Lebanon (including 
500,000 refugees) and highlights the 
importance of improving water infrastructure 
in the context of significant challenges, 
including population growth, refugee flows and 
climate change.  



• The project improved water quality in 6 
countries in the transboundary river 
basins of the wider Black Sea region and 
Belarus 

• The project supported the development 
of River Basin Management Plans 
according to the requirements of the 
WFD in context of chronically under-
funded water management 
infrastructure. The WFD provides a 
strong framework for the strengthening 
of water governance for all 6 countries 

Environmental Protection of  

International River Basins  

The project’s pilot project 
approach at national and basin 
level provided real impetus              
and momentum to improve 
environmental protection and 
water quality. 
 



Malawi Rural Infrastructure Development Programme 

• RIDP improved the livelihood of the rural population 
through infrastructure development, enhancing the 
socio-economic situation of the rural/peri-urban 
population. The major emphasis of RIDP 1 is to provide 
a link between rural infrastructure development, 
notably including irrigation, and productive activities 
within the communities through practical and 
sustainable approaches 

• Short term "cash injections" in rural communities are 
complemented and sustained by long term income 
generation from road maintenance and productive 
activities Indicator Target 

Uni
t 

Achieved 

Area under Irrigation Ha 760 

Village Irrigation Clubs established, equipped 
and trained 

No. 564 

Aquaculture Clubs established, equipped and 
trained 

No. 87 

Village Forestry Clubs established No.  1.050 

Trees planted No.  
27.800.00

0 

67.000 persons benefited 
directly in terms of improving 
their livelihood, food security 
and cash income. 



• Climate change is an important challenge in 
Malawi, with significant impact on smallholder 
farmers, as well as water resources, energy, 
transport and health. The project helps Malawi 
address the lack of mitigation measures with a 
particular focus on irrigation to enhance food 
security as well as poverty reduction through 
improved agriculture 

• The project enhanced the resilience of 
Malawian institutions and communities at 
national and local levels to climate change risks 
and impacts by contributing to climate change 
mainstreaming in the irrigation sector, in 
natural resources, agriculture and forestry 
sectors in 4 districts. 

• The project helped the authorities improve 
Malawi’s designs of dams and water 
catchment structures and improved their 
operation and maintenance with a specific 
focus on how this reduces climate change 
effects.  

• The project also supported increasing 
development of renewable energy sources in 
Malawi in the context of limited current 
capacities (20 megawatt) and in order to help 
address Malawi’s acute per capita energy 
shortage. Only 9.5% of Malawi’s population 
have access to electricity  

Malawi Planning for Climate Change 



• WSSSRP improved water governance and 
institutional capacity for increased access 
to safe, adequate and sustainable water, 
sanitation and hygiene services delivery 
in Adamawa, Ekiti and Plateau States. The 
project enhanced water governance 
(water policies, laws and institutional 
framework) through improved service 
delivery 

Nigeria Water Supply and 

Sanitation Sector Reform Programme 

• The project supported the development of water resource policies, 
implementation of WASH policies and developed performance improvement 
plans for all water utilities in the States. In the process, the project engaged 
extensively with civil society and local communities to ensure broad impact  

 



• ECRAN provided technical 
assistance for a better, more 
efficient and correct transposition, 
implementation and enforcement 
of the environmental and climate 
action legislation, including the 
Water Framework Directive in 7 
Western Balkan countries and 
Turkey 

• The project included the 
development of the Handbook on 
the Implementation of EU Climate 
Change Legislation and updates of 
the  Handbook on the 
Implementation of EU 
Environmental Legislation 
(including 9 directives relevant for 
water protection) – both include 
important components on water 
management 

• ECRAN highlights the importance 
of water to environmental 
management and climate change 
adaptation and mitigation 

Environmental and Climate  

Regional Network for Accession 



Source: OECD Environmental Outlook to 2050 

Global Water Demand 



Source: UN World Water Development Report 2015http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/images/Infographic_light_01.jpg  



• Global water demand is rising significantly, highlighting the 
importance of future-proofing the water sector in the context of 
climate change 

 

• The significant inefficiencies in water management and governance 
across the globe – e.g. some cities in the Middle East lose up to 60% 
of their water - highlight the potential further impact of targeted 
technical assistance programmes, of which we highlighted some 
success stories in the examples discussed  

 

• The complexity of the water sector, cutting across sectors and 
stakeholders, highlight the importance of leveraging sector-wide 
approaches (SWAP) and integrated water resource management 
(IWRM) 

 

• Water impacts many aspects of development and will only become 
more important going forward 

 

Technical assistance as part of the bigger picture of  

sustainable water management and governance  



 

 

 

Thank you very much for your attention! 
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