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Outline 

• 1. The Challenge of Water and Sanitation 
• 2. What we are doing (2004-2013) 
• 3. The future (2014-2020) : Water as a cross 

 cutting issue. 
a. WASH and nutrition 
b. Food-water- energy Nexus 
c. Water Diplomacy 
d. The challenge of PPPs  
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Water means food, health, energy… 
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The world challenge 

 
• …Over 780 million people are still without access 
• to improved sources of drinking water and 2.5 billion lack 

improved sanitation*. 
 

• * "Progress on drinking water and sanitation" WHO/ Unicef 
report 2012. 
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• 2004-2013 
• Past and present 
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The EU is part of the international aid framework 
Millennium Development Goals 
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Water and Sanitation   
MDG 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability 

• Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking water and 
basic sanitation. 
 

• Indicator n° 30. Proportion of population with 
sustainable access to an improved water source, urban 
and rural 
 

• Indicator n° 31. Proportion of population with access to 
improved sanitation, urban and rural 
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 Water policy framework and Initiatives 

• 2000: Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

• 2002: Commission's Communication Water management in 

developing countries, Policy and Priorities  

• 2002: EU Water Initiative (Johannesburg); with four 

regional components (Africa, EECCA, LA, MEDA). 

• 2004: ACP-EU Water Facility (712M€, 2004-2013) 

• 2010: MDG Initiative (266M€ for MDG7 in ACP countries) 
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 2004 - 2013: EU Water Cooperation 
 

 
• From 2004 to date, an average of nearly € 400 million 

per year have been committed to the water sector 
 

• Under the current programming period (2007-2013), more 
than  €2.2 billion have been committed in the water 
sector, which is a focal sector in 28 countries 
 

• Water projects are currently being implemented in more 
than 60 countries 
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  2004 - 2013: EU Water Cooperation 
 

• Major initiatives: 
 

• ACP-EU Water Facility (9th & 10th EDF ): € 712 million 
• MDG Initiative for water and sanitation: € 266 million 

 
• Key EU achievements since 2004: 

 
• More than 70 million people connected to improved 

drinking water and more than 24 million people 
connected to sanitation facilities 
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   2004-2013: Water Cooperation 

ACP 69%  

Neighbourhood 
22% 

Latin America 
4%  

Asia 5%  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since it was first introduced at the beginning of the MFF 2007-2013, blending has gradually evolved into an important tool of EU external cooperation, complementing other implementation modalities. 

EU regional blending facilities have been set up in all regions. 

EU-Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund (ITF), Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF), Latin American Investment Facility (LAIF), Investment Facility for Central Asia (IFCA), Asian Investment Facility (AIF), Caribbean Investment Facility (CIF) and Investment Facility for the Pacific (IFP).




Sectors 
covered 

Figures since 2007 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2007 a total of 30 (out 159) blending operations in the water/sanitation sector have been approved in the EU regional blending facilities (includes NIF, LAIF, AIF, IFCA and ITF). 
These operations received EU grants allocations of €280 million (out of €1.3 billion). 
These grants were blended with loans from European finance institutions and regional banks totalling €2.9 billion (out of €14 billion). 
This support is helping make possible investment projects with a total financing volume of €4 billion (out of €36 billion) - the rest is financing from the partner country, private financing or financing from multilaterals which are not participating directly in the blending facilities. 
 



   Water in EU blending mechanisms 

• Africa-EU Infrastructure Trust Fund: launched in 2007, 
managed by EIB. 3 WSS projects amounting to €468 million. ITF 
contribution €52 million. Leverage effect 9:1 
 

• NIF (Neighbourhood Investment Facility): launched in 2008, 
16 WSS projects amounting to €1,06 billion. NIF contribution 
€130,6 million. Leverage effect 8:1 
 

• LAIF (Latin America Investment Facility): launched in 2010: 
5 WSS projects amounting to €578 million; LAIF contribution 
€76,5 million. Leverage effect 8:1 
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  The role of private sector 

All actions are implemented by private sector, i.e. 

• Consultants (TA, studies, supervisions, monitoring, 

evaluations).  

• Contractors (works contracts). 

• Suppliers (supply contracts) 

• Civil society organisations (NGOs etc.) 
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Call for proposals and procurement notices… 
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• 2014-2020 
• Future 
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…Work continues… 

 
• To implement the projects approved in the 

period 2007-2013. 
 

• To formulate new water projects through 
the NIPs, RIPs, thematic programmes and 
blending instruments. 
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 The new policy context:  Water as a cross-cutting element 

• Agenda for Change (10/2011) 
 

• European Report on Development (05/2012): "Managing water, 
energy and land for inclusive and sustainable growth" 
 

• Rio +20 (06/2012) 
 

• COM Communication (02/2013): "A decent life for all: ending 
poverty and giving the world a sustainable future" 
 

• FAC Conclusions (07/2013): "To contribute to  a more coherent 
and effective EU foreign policy engagement in conflict prevention 
and water diplomacy". 
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   The Agenda for Change (2011) 

REDUCING POVERTY IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD: More action is 
needed to tackle global challenges and to deliver global public goods, such as 
access to water and sanitation. 

1. Human rights, democracy and good governance 

2. Inclusive and sustainable growth for human development 

Business environment, regional integration, world markets 

"The EU should support regional and continental integration efforts 
through partners' policies in areas such as (…) cross-border 
cooperation on water, energy and security"  

Sustainable agriculture and energy 

"The EU should (…) tackle inequalities, in particular to give poor people 
better access to land, food, water and energy without harming the 
environment." 
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  Post 2015: A decent life for all by 2030 

• Communication from the European Commission presenting its 
position on the post-2015 development agenda: 

The Communication highlights water among the sectors which need to 
be addressed in an integrated way to achieve basic human 
development, inclusive and sustainable growth 
 

• Final report of the UN High Level Panel on the post-2015 
development agenda which includes an example set of 12 goals 
among which: 
 Goal 6: Achieve universal access to water and sanitation 

  Goal 9: Manage natural resource assets sustainably 
 
• UN negotiations for establishment of Sustainable Development 

Goals : Water as a stand-alone and/or cross-cutting element ? 
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  Water diplomacy policy recommendations 

1. EU can offer technical know-how to other parts of the 
world (Danube, Rhine etc.) 

2. Priority regions: Central Asia, the Nile, the Mekong, the 
Middle East. 

3. Elaboration of action plans aiming to raise political 
attention to water security. 

4. Promote international conventions and other legal 
instruments as the basis for management of trans-
boundary waters. 

5. Enhance international partnerships (UN, WB, USA etc.). 
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International Conventions
The Council also encourages the promotion of international agreements on water cooperation:
The relevant UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Helsinki 1992) and 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (New York 1997) 
are important instruments to promote equitable, sustainable and integrated management of trans-boundary water resources. EU water diplomacy should develop systematic promotion of these and other relevant international agreements, using all external instruments, as the basis for collaborative, sustainable and rule-based solutions on water security challenges and for subsequent regional or bilateral trans-boundary river basin agreements.



  EU Framework for action 2014-2020 

1. Access to Water and Sanitation: a nutrition sensitive 

action 

2. Water for economic growth: Nexus water-energy-

agriculture involving the private sector 

3. Water Governance: management of trans-boundary 

waters for peace and security 
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   1. EU commitment in WASH 

• Target : 7 million less malnourished children by 2025 
 
• Financial commitment for nutrition: €3.5 billion 

• €400 million on nutrition specific interventions 
•  €3.1 billion on nutrition sensitive interventions 

 

• Acting on the 10 Nutrition Specific Interventions and Programmes 
can potentially reduce malnourished children by 20% 

• Acting on the Nutrition Sensitive Programmes and Approaches 
must be done to tackle the remaining 80%. 

• Water and Sanitation is the most relevant nutrition 
sensitive action 
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WASH :  water supply, sanitation and hygiene

WASH Project examples
Water sanitation and hygiene policies and programmes.
Healthcare and Hygiene promotion.
Infrastructure for
Water treatment, delivery/distribution
Sanitation and waste water treatment reducing the  pollution of water resources
Increase coverage of water distribution mechanisms reducing women workload.
Regulations assuring water providers meet standards (equitable pricing, water quality etc.)
Monitoring and evaluation systems that include nutrition relevant indicators



  2. The water-energy-food security nexus 
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Presentation Notes
Water plays a central role in the nexus, as illustrated
by the expressions "water flowing through the veins
of the economy". or "water: the bloodstream of the
Biosphere". 
The latter expression implies that water
is non-substitutable in biomass production, with
biomass in turn being a central resource for energy
and food security in a Green Economy. 
Water is placed centrally in the nexus.






The Nexus: facts and figures 

• In 2030, 47% of the world's population will be living in areas of 
high water stress 

• By 2030 we will need 30% more water, 40% more energy and 
10% of existing crop land for biofuels 

• By 2050, global population is expected to reach 9 billion. 70% 
more food will be needed. Agriculture accounts for roughly 70% 
of water use. 

• Hydropower provides 20% of the world's electricity. 
Hydropower potential is under-exploited in Africa  

• Land acquisition for food production and biofuels has a critical 
water dimension 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ideas for nexus projects
Energy and water efficiency in irrigation, water supply, sewerage
Small dams for water storage, irrigation, hydropower and flood and drought prevention
Wastewater reuse for irrigation and biogas production
Groundwater use for food production (use of renewable energy for pumping)
Water harvesting (drainage and rainwater) for agriculture
Soft measures: institutional support to reinforce cooperation between riparian countries, institutional strengthening at national and international level, water pricing incentives 




  3. Water diplomacy: the way forward 

• Confirmed Priorities for 2014-2015: Nile and Central Asia. 
 
• To build on existing dialogue in the Nile through, for example, the 

Nile Basin Initiative and the new CIWA (Cooperation in 
International Waters in Africa) trust fund.  
 

• To build on the existing cooperation initiatives in the water sector 
in Central Asia (EURECA, EUWI etc.). 
 

• To build new partnerships with MS and other donors (UN, USA, 
WB etc.) 
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The Nile Basin Initiative (NBI)  is financed by the Nile Basin trust fund of $ 200 million managed by the World Bank; EU contributes with € 20 million.
NBI future is uncertain due to political reasons (Ratification of Cooperative Framework Agreement by 6 countries and establishment of Nile Basin Committee, possibly in mid-2014)

CIWA trust fund amounting to $ 71 million  is managed by the World Bank
Till now (Nov 2013) the participant countries are: SWE, UK, DK, NOR and NL (tbc).





The challenge of Public Private Partnerships in 
developing countries (PPPs). 

• Advantages of PPPs for the management of Water 
Supply and Sanitation networks:  

 
 To provide additional capital. 
 To provide alternative management and 

implementation skills. 
 To provide value added to the consumer and the 

public at large. 
 To provide better identification of needs and 

optimal use of resources. 
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PPPs (concession contracts) are common in the MENA region (Morocco, Algeria etc.) but not in sub-Saharan Africa. 
The interest of the private sector for PPPs is directly influenced by the existence of healthy business environment in the countries.
For Africa
"The numerous concessions (and related contractual forms) covering railways, power, and water distribution have not delivered significant investment. Because of a combination of low tariffs and low volumes, none of these businesses delivers cash flows high enough to finance investment. However, these arrangements have often (though not always) been good for operational performance, even if characterized by renegotiation and premature cancellation." 
Water sector : From 26 transactions mainly management and lease contracts in sub-Saharan African countries 40% have been cancelled before completion.
(2010. AICD Africa Infrastructure Country Diagnostic; study administered by the WB and financed by the COM and other donors)



Water in the new MFF 2014-2020 

1. Water and natural resources management is focal sector in 

19 national indicative programmes (tbc): 

Egypt, Palestine, Yemen, Bolivia, Uzbekistan, Guinea Conakry, 
Senegal, Ghana, Sao Tome & Principe, Djibouti, Angola, 
Lesotho, Mauritius, Cook Islands, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Kiribati. 

2. Regional Programmes: Neighbourhood East and South, 
Central  Asia, East Africa (tbc) 

3. Global Public Goods and Challenges (GPGC): Objective is to 
highlight the water's leverage effect on economic sectors e.g. 
environment, cross-border cooperation etc. (tbc). 
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Thank you for your attention 
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Volta river. Akosombo dam
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