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Your company is already operating in Germany and you would now like to export worldwide?
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Find out about Europe's biggest market and how your business could fit in.
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Select an industry for all the data you need to make your business decisions.
	Overview







	

Healthcare






Healthcare





	Medical Biotechnology
	Medical Technology
	Digital Health
	Pharmaceutical Industry
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	Climate Change & The Environment
	Germany's Circular Economy
	Water Technologies
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	Consumer Markets & Retail Landscape
	Food & Beverage Industry
	Franchising
	E-Commerce
	Overview "Consumer Industries"
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	Banking Location Germany
	BPO/Shared Services Industry
	Contact Center Industry
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	FinTech
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	Insurance Location Germany
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	Private Equity and Venture Capital
	Financial Services
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	Overview "Industrial Production"
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This is on Germany's economic agenda right now. Find out how you can benefit.
	Overview







	Diversifying Germany’s Energy Supply
	Climate Action
	Beyond Brexit
	Structural Change in Germany
	Start-up Location Germany
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We guide you through the process of setting up business in Germany. Click to learn more.
	Overview







	Coming to Germany
	Corporate Taxation
	Company Set Up
	Customs
	Incentive Programs
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We help you set up business in Germany. Find out about our services.
	Overview







	Investment Consulting
	Testimonials
	International Offices
	Let’s talk about your project
	Events & Webinars
	Podcast INTO GERMANY!
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Other Company Forms




Besides the GmbH and branch office forms, German company law offers several other company forms that may be used by foreign companies expanding into the German market.  
 
 

Content of this page	Stock corporation (AG)
	Partnerships
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Stock corporation (AG)
The German stock corporation (Aktiengesellschaft, AG) is a company form intended for larger companies with a large number of shareholders. Eligibility for a stock exchange listing and the easy assignability of the shares makes it ideal for attracting capital. In contrast to the GmbH, the founding and organizational formalities of an AG are relatively numerous and inflexible due to mandatory rules. This said, the AG form enjoys a high market reputation.
The AG requires a minimum share capital of EUR 50,000. The articles of association need to be certified by a notary. Legal consultation is advisable for drawing up the articles of association.
The AG can be established by one or more persons. Founding shareholders can either be natural or legal persons.
Partnerships
Besides corporations such as the GmbH or AG, there are also different forms of partnerships. 
Characteristic for a partnership is the personal commitment of the partners to their working efforts in the partnership. In partnerships, the individual partners responsible for the liabilities of the company (including private assets) act for the company. Limitations of liability for individual partners are only possible to a limited extent. Any partnership requires at least two partners.
There are four major forms of partnerships in Germany. Their main difference lies in the liability of their partners and required registration obligations.
	Civil Law Partnership (GbR)
	General Commercial Partnership (oHG)
	Limited Partnership (KG)
	GmbH & Co. KG
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Christina Schön


Senior Manager Tax & Legal
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You might also be interested in: 

 Setting Up a GmbH
 Branch Offices
 ”Mini-GmbH" (Limited Liability Entrepreneurial Company)
 Company Set Up
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